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Finding the common ground between honey bees and agriculture



“Civilization as it is known today could not have evolved, 
nor can it survive, without an adequate food supply.” 

Dr Norman Borlaug, agronomist, humanitarian, Nobel 
Laureate and ‘the father of the Green Revolution’.



Sustainable and productive agriculture needs efficient 
pollination services and responsible pesticide use







Regulation of agricultural chemicals in Australia is currently 
nationally harmonised and world-renowned as best practice risk-

based regulation and is overseen by the APVMA
Under the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 
1994 (Cth) the APVMA is responsible for the regulation of 

all agricultural and veterinary chemicals in Australia



- Include actives which have been reviewed globally and especially by 
Health  and Environment Canada for suitability in Cdn agroecosystems

- A.I. per hectare comparisons with broadcast
Seed 
treatment 

Whole area treatment
(e.g. spray)

In-furrow treatment
• Less impact on 

non-target 
organisms

• Compatible
with Integrated 
Pest 
Management 
(IPM) 
approaches

The area treated is significantly reduced relative to whole area sprays or 
in-furrow treatments

Modern Seed Treatments, such as neonicotinoids, 
have been used in Australia since 1990









The Seed Treatment Stewardship 
Guide filled a gap in best management 
practice guides in Australia.

The strategy includes four specific 
stewardship and best practice guides.

The strategy complements existing 
strategies for treated seed stewardship 
like those developed by Australian 
Seed Federation and the Rural 
Industries Research and Development 
Corporation. 



Important to report any adverse experiences

ZERO adverse 
experiences in 

relation to bees 
have been 
reported in 

recent years, 
according to the 

APVMA



Download the FREE smart-phone app now: www.croplife.org.au/beeconnected

Developed in partnership with

http://www.croplife.org.au/beeconnected
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